
SAN JUAN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 
MINUTES 

January 5th, 2021

CALLED TO ORDER: The January 5th, 2021 regular meeting was called to order at 6:34pm by 
Heather Taylor, CAC Chairperson.  

MEMBERS PRESENT: Heather Taylor, Tina Cooper, Kimber Rice, Alexis Brache, Melissa 
Horne, and Julia Nattkemper.  

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jacqueline Shields, Javier Duran, Keri Jobe, Lacy Bauer, Pat Friesan, 
and Lana Wong. 

SUPERINTENDENT/BOARD LIAISON UPDATE: Vice President of the Board, Dr. Michael 
McKibbin announced his excitement and pleasure to join the CAC as a Board Liaison for the 
first time.  Board member, Zima Creason, announced that she will remain as the secondary 
liaison. 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE: Vanessa Adolphson, Director of Special Education, shared that the 
intersession resumed today after Winter Break with a total of 326 students in attendance.  The 
opening of in-person instruction, now called Phase 2, for additional students with disabilities is 
still in the planning phase but is scheduled to begin February 1st.  The Special Education 
Department is collaborating with the English Learner Department on best practices to support 
dual-identified students who received both SPED and EL educational services.  Interpreters will 
be receiving training to understand the verbiage used during the IEP process in order to better 
support families.

Mrs. Adolphson then shared an update on the Comprehensive Coordinated Early 
Intervention Services (CCEIS) Plan.  Eight targeted schools include Cameron Ranch, Encina, 
Greer, Howe, Pasadena, Sierra Oaks, Starr King, and Thomas Edison.  The Multi-Tiered 
Systems of Support (MTSS) Department is also working with those sites to support behavior 
and academics.  A total of 72 students are being observed as a part of this plan, 53 of which are 
currently receiving direct services.

Jessica Lauder reminded families about Open Enrollment and its impending deadline of 
January 15th, 2021.  She also stated that the SPED Department, specifically Program 
Specialists, are currently working on students' transitions from elementary to middle, middle to 
high, and high school to adult education or graduation right now.

Joann Day spoke briefly about Spring Assessments and how Distance Learning may 
affect their administration.  The California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 
(CAASPP) and California Alternative Assessment (CAA) for grades 3, 8, and 11 take place from 
April to May.  CAA for Science typically takes place January through May from grades 5, 8, and 
12. The English Language Proficiency (ELPACE) testing is year-round and the annual testing
for reclassification takes place from February to April.  Finally, the Physical Fitness tests from
grades 5, 7, and 9 have been waived for the 2020-2021 school year.



MEMBER COMMENT: Heather Taylor asked for clarification between Phase 1 and Phase 2 of 
students returning to in-person learning.  Mrs. Adolphson responded by stating that Mild/
Moderate self-contained classes will be returning as a part of Phase 2 and that the district is still 
moving towards including additional students with cohorts, hopefully by March.

Alexis Brache inquired how the CAASP testing will be administered.  Joann Day stated 
that CAASP testing is a work in progress depending on where we are with our plane to return 
in-person at that time.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Amee Hinman asked what will happen if a student is unable to finish 
CAASP testing this year.

COMMITTEE BUSINESS: 
• Parliamentarian Nominations: no nominations at this time
• SPAC Representative Nominations: Kimber Rice volunteered to be the CAC representative

for Spring 2021.
• SELPA Legislative Day:  It is reported that this event will take place virtually although no

date has been set yet.
• You Light the Way Committee Update: Event information has been advertised throughout

the district channels and the CAC Facebook Page.  Nominations are due January 22nd,
2021.  The form is available on the CAC website.  This event will take place on March 24th,
2021 via Zoom.

• CAC Bylaw Review: Mrs. Adolphson acquired examples of CAC Bylaws from other counties
for this subcommittee to review.

CONSENT/ACTION ITEMS: 
1. Approval of December 2020 Minutes: Quorum not met.

MEMBER COMMENTS: 
Heather Taylor shared a family game called Heyday, which supports pre-employment 

and life skills in a fun family setting.
Tina Cooper shared a Sacramento County Office of Education (SCOE) resource to 

SEEDS of Partnerships Educational Advocacy workshops taking place on January 7th, 2021 at 
6p with a link available on their website.  (www.seedsofpartnership.org/calendar.html)

Alexis Brache shared about MyEars2Hear, a non-profit support group available online 
twice a month. (https://myears2hear.org)

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Principal Aliceon Sloss thanked the committee for being so welcoming to her as 

administrator and for allowing her to listen and learn from CAC.
Aimee Hinman asked how to apply for CAC Membership.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 
a. Local Continuity Plan Update
b. Family and Community Engagement Department resources
c. Cameron Ranch Inclusion Presentation
d. Department of Equity
e. Parliamentarian Nominations
f. Create Legislative Day Subcommittee
g. Parent Education and Community resources: Cal-TASH, Arc, SCDD



PUBLIC COMMENT: Daniel Hicks suggested that information about the roles and duties of 
officers be shared at each meeting for new members and applicants so that they better 
understand.
ADJOURNMENT: Motioned to adjourn by Heather Taylor, second by Melissa Horne.  There 
being no further business, this meeting was adjourned at 7:34p.

Respectfully submitted by, 

___________________________ ____________________________ 
Heather Taylor, Chairperson Kimber Rice, Secretary 

Approved:__________________ 




